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One of the first wineries the Navigator and I visited in the early 1970s was Buena Vista. The ivy-
covered stone buildings were beautiful and the shade from huge eucalyptus trees provided the
perfect picnic spot.

I’m not sure how many wine picnics we’ve had over the past 45 years, but the image of Buena
Vista Winery always has stayed with me.

Ten years after our visit, Jean-Charles Boisset, age 11, visited his first California winery, Buena
Vista, with his grandparents.

The image must have stayed with Jean-Charles as well. In 2011, the Boisset Family Estates
purchased the winery.

Located just a few miles outside of Sonoma, the winery was established in 1857 by the self-
proclaimed “Count” Agoston Haraszthy. In 1873, Buena Vista became California’s first premium
winery with international acclaim and awards.

Over the years, the winery endured depressions, phylloxera infestations, prohibition and
earthquakes. The historic champagne cellars and caves had been closed to the public since 1989,
and the ivy was probably the only thing holding up the stone buildings.

Buena Vista was in desperate need of a major face-lift (read earthquake retrofit and much more).

The Boisset Family Estates, with centuries of winemaking history in the Burgundy region of France,
set out to restore the winery to its former glory. We paid a recent visit and were blown away.

Buena Vista is back. Blacktop replaced with Belgian cobblestones, the press house converted into
a large tasting room and museum, the champagne cellars open with a beautiful water fountain just
outside, access to the caves for a reserve tasting and an incredible all-white bubble room, for a bit
of the sparkling.

There are plenty of picnic tables, so bring your own or order a French Hamper for Two.

You can find more about the history, the winery and its outstanding wines at
www.buenavistawinery.com.

Jean-Charles Boisset is in charge of his family’s California operations, which includes DeLoach
Vineyards, Raymond Vineyards, Lyeth Estates and JCB. After our visit to Buena Vista, the

Living & Entertainment > Living > Food & Drink
Wine Line

Russ Winton: Buena Vista Winery re-
visited
BY RUSS WINTON
rgwinton@yahoo.com March 25, 2014 

RECENT HEADLINES

Russ Winton: Buena Vista Winery re-visited

Judge: Labor company liable for Thai worker
abuse

Get a taste of George Washington's Peach
Brandy

Culinary SOS: Marinita's Peruvian ceviche

Mystery is the spice of life, or is it vice versa?

http://www.modbee.com/weather/
http://www.modbee.com/weather/
http://www.modbee.com/
http://www.modbee.com/plus/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/report_news/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/customer-service/#navlink=navbar
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyneAzL4xU6neI8j6-QPz1IGIDO7ig-EEAAAQASDuvoAYUJ3L65r5_____wFgye79hsijoBnIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgTHAU_Q5jck0VInpUTKLhjvsVwMUgCkfI-_hmkbRl9TLsjGlRzrrWp8UTO5-yCfAzNceQ5KHP6cedfhYHKJmu1fLO4OUKPgh05MUdn1FMzah5A4JpvpQtApTQVPAsLYt8VD3J9s1rftQ8FGIXxxsoXk0cEBmdzI6xO8tJ2g7e6zeAOJbgcU5JyfyE10B5MgjkqqX-J6TTQGI1v4wBE2iYd4CUB1MkOSzENXgmPy2e5sHDbzG7ET6TjmBpuy4KUNC1VMJyAHd_NIu5rgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_3rJICLSIPvaLrqlxhNt2CCiAJ_Ow&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.tracychevrolet.com/
http://www.modbee.com/classified-ads/#navlink=navbar
http://www.careerbuilder.com/Jobseeker/Jobs/JobResults.aspx?lr=cbmc_mb#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/cars/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/homes/#navlink=navbar
http://www.apartments.com/partner/Community.aspx?who=Modbee&p=modbee&Area5=Y&page=SubArea&state=CA&rgn1=22&frontdoor=modbee&partner=modbee&prvpg=3#navlink=navbar
http://www.legalnotice.org/pl/modbee/landing1.aspx#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/place-ad#navlink=navbar
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BzVfizL4xU6veI8j6-QPz1IGIDLac3a0EAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWM7b7JRRYMnu_YbIo6AZsgEOd3d3Lm1vZGJlZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAVlodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1vZGJlZS5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy8yNS8zMjU3MDMxL3J1c3Mtd2ludG9uLWJ1ZW5hLXZpc3RhLXdpbmVyeS5odG1sP3NwPS85OS8yNjI4L8ACAuACAOoCKy83Njc1L01PRC5zaXRlX21vZGJlZS9MaWZlc3R5bGUvRm9vZENvb2tpbmf4AoLSHpADrAKYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAaAGHw&num=0&sig=AOD64_0KzSevQP5LYVMz-KSvHVVrR1vavQ&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://findnsave.modbee.com
http://www.modbee.com/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/news/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/sports/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/opinion/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/living-and-entertainment/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/living-and-entertainment/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/business-news/#navlink=navbar
http://www.modbee.com/local-photos-videos/#navlink=navbar
http://findnsave.modbee.com/#navlink=navbar
http://www.buenavista.com/
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3257068/lisa-moore-rescue-dog-overly-dependent.html?sp=/99/2628/&ihp=0#storylink=prev
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/25/3257934/fukushima-nuke-worker-life-gets.html?sp=/99/2628/&ihp=0#storylink=next
http://www.modbee.com/living-and-entertainment
http://www.modbee.com/living
http://www.modbee.com/food-drink
mailto:rgwinton@yahoo.com

http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.modbee.com%2F2014%2F03%2F25%2F3257031%2Fruss-winton-buena-vista-winery.html
https://twitter.com/share?text=Russ%20Winton%3A%20Buena%20Vista%20Winery%20re-visited&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.modbee.com%2F2014%2F03%2F25%2F3257031%2Fruss-winton-buena-vista-winery.html
https://plus.google.com/share?url= http%3A%2F%2Fwww.modbee.com%2F2014%2F03%2F25%2F3257031%2Fruss-winton-buena-vista-winery.html
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.modbee.com%2F2014%2F03%2F25%2F3257031%2Fruss-winton-buena-vista-winery.html
mailto:?subject=Russ Winton: Buena Vista Winery re-visited&body=http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/25/3257031/russ-winton-buena-vista-winery.html
javascript:window.print();
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CoaWgzL4xU63eI8j6-QPz1IGIDN762dwEAAAQASDuvoAYUPe69JL9_____wFgye79hsijoBnIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgTHAU_Q15uOU_UIWp8c07tmAUeAz83wnU2ZU96LVkJwN5_hQ-FcsE1WD0kKvsRxHaz3tpRptd1wNtA4lh9ADnNcYjSRgBGTecubFw2-QMVNckOAXCjDpWY1pIR2NZudd0zqA2rFEGFR14JnUdmdsGGtZSAp-YPmqC_3njkR00nMOptChWb7pzynlIzZW-3_l6F-AS5b5TRIYPeE3UNn_FOlHtTh43ibNmgVoFDiwngtQJW-mhGFjCM1Re7ewtboJ6rLIfgReEsJpT_gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1q_HTfRyvZY0PFdOXn6ocsTQtV5w&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.modbee.com/static/ads/pdf/ShoesThatFitMarch.pdf
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTqQUzL4xU9fVJ4P0-QOyw4H4AqiNmoMFkLDX954B2cz93wUQASCY4sgbUI_129P______wFgye79hsijoBmgAdCH0NEDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoExwFP0Ng4kMBY22vl3Y-wZnStta6EsTlIwBHKLbpstBlI_wW3BtSKKvoSE0uZoHbJ10vSnOIDZkUXGvHaUQC08F5y-5BEmRW-t0HL-RkRBJ340qusdaEnaUqGECzSsr1mQPf9GijW-g60cb9ibK9I6hDksFZRBUp5OEwBfTxDfPyWge0ZZkzQgzP4lNLFW2A3NsVZp_oNRmMPQRqzngkRYHtXMySbHONnfDQYQ-8c6QWNIZoFJScMJhvdBdlNZqhoVQcO8s9AdbZV4AQBiAYBoAYCgAeY-K8u&num=1&cid=5Ghvgvr43AJYLdWRugKbHjjQ&sig=AOD64_0lzsV1RDMtXoMSkoSd6OJMSYzK1g&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&adurl=http://tracking.sokrati.com/click%3Fclient_id%3D349%26tag%3Dg-12m6ilwn3aok4wor_349%26svt%3D1%7C%7C%7Cd%7Cwww.modbee.com%7C42593365024%7Cnone%7C%252Fnews%252Fnewspapers%26redirect_url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pimsleurapproach.com%252Fpresentation528.asp%253FUID%253D%2524soksid%2524%2526soksid%253D%2524soksid%2524%2526sid%253D20TopImaAds_528_New_300x250SpaGirl_ggl
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/25/3257031/russ-winton-buena-vista-winery.html#wgt=rcntnews
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3257178/judge-labor-company-liable-for.html#wgt=rcntnews
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3257178/judge-labor-company-liable-for.html#wgt=rcntnews
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3256246/get-a-taste-of-george-washingtons.html#wgt=rcntnews
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3256246/get-a-taste-of-george-washingtons.html#wgt=rcntnews
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3256247/culinary-sos-marinitas-peruvian.html#wgt=rcntnews
http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/24/3256248/mystery-is-the-spice-of-life-or.html#wgt=rcntnews


Russ Winton: Buena Vista Winery re-visited | Food & Drink | Modesto Bee

http://www.modbee.com/2014/03/25/3257031/russ-winton-buena-vista-winery.html?sp=/99/2628/[3/25/2014 10:41:13 AM]

Saint Helena - All
California drivers
should not pay their
insurance bill, until
they read this.

One expert praises
this natural cancer
treatment as a
"miracle" better
than chemo.

It takes less than 2
hours for stores to
be sold out of the
#1 MOST important
item in a crisis

It doesn't take as
long as you think to
speak a new
language fluently.

Trending Offers and Articles ADVERTISEMENT

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Modesto Bee is pleased to provide this opportunity to share information, experiences and observations about
what's in the news. Some of the comments may be reprinted elsewhere in the site or in the newspaper. We
encourage lively, open debate on the issues of the day, and ask that you refrain from profanity, hate speech,
personal comments and remarks that are off point. Thank you for taking the time to offer your thoughts.

Commenting FAQs | Terms of Service

Navigator suggested we put these wineries on our must-visit list. I did. They’re at the top.

Cheers to Jean-Charles and the Boisset Family Estates for saving Buena Vista! And thanks for
keeping my Buena Vista image alive.

What’s on our table

The 2012 Rancho Zabaco Sonoma Heritage Vines Zinfandel is a steal at $9.99 (Costco). Big and
bold with black fruit flavors and a touch of pepper. The SRP for this 90 rated wine is $13.99 and is
perfect for grilled meats.

A big Zin for under $10 – are you kidding me? Buy all you can. Cheers!

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Find me on Facebook or at rgwinton@yahoo.com.

$99.00
Buy Now!
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